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Indulge me for 3 minutes while I try to convince you I know 

what I am talking about and say thank you to our sponsor!

AXIS, ATOM and JASON
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ñMathematical concepts are not wired into the human 

condition. They are learned, acquired through cultural and 

linguistic transmission. And if they are learned rather than 

inherited genetically, then it follows that they are not a 

component of the human mental hardware but are very much 

a part of our mental softwareðthe feature of an app we 

ourselves have developed.ò

Counting, Logging, Tallying, Grouping and Sorting

Before we begin...
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Which verbal or written language predates 

logging?  

Here is a hint - it existed for 350,000 years, and 

is still used today.

First log was 1.7M Years ago...
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Logbooks are common practice, written by hand 

to trace activities in primitive computing 

environments.   

(Does anyone know what makes logbooks 

different for IP or Regulated environments?)

Logs were purely informational until 1947 when 

the first diagnostic log entry of its kind was made.

Fast forward to 20,000 years ago.
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Engineers working on the Mark II computer at 

Harvard University found a moth stuck in one of 

the components. 

They taped the insect in their logbook and 

labeled it "first actual case of bug being found."

Sept 9, 1947
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Does anyone remember Digital Equipment 

Corporation?  How did they change logging?

The DIGITAL Story
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Everyone had made a mess of logging.  Windows 

Systems, Cisco Pix are great examples.

ǒNo Automation

ǒNot a lot of software to help

ǒNo uniformity

ǒNo consistency

ǒWe began logging everything. (INFO)

By the 1990s
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Before automation, there was too much 

data.

4


